AMATEUR RADIO_ CLUB 


WWW. MDAR‘ 


General Meeting 


Friday November 18, 2011 
7:30pm 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane _ Lafayette 


November Meeting Program 
2012 Membership Renewals 
Officers and Appointees 
Amateur Radio Publications 
Holiday Party December 16 
October Meeting Minutes 
November Board Minutes 4- 
Veterans Day Salute 
Ham Radio Outlet 

Club Repeaters 

Club Calendar 
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The monthly newsletter for the Mount Djablo Amateur Radio Club 
Volume LX - Number 11 — November 2011 


November 18 General Meeting Program 


The Apocalypse: 


Important Note about Membership Renewals 


With the approaching holidays and 2012, it’s time for renewing 
your membership in MDARC. Renewal notices should be in the 
mail early December. I know this is a horrible time for another bill to 
be paid, but if you take care of it right away you won’t have to think 
about it later. So please, when you see a letter from MDARC Renew- 
als, please open it, mark any corrections, and mail back with a check in 
the enclosed SASE. The club directory has been delayed the last sev- 
eral years to try and include most renewals. If everyone gets their re- 
newal in by January, then we’ll try to get a directory out sooner. 


To conserve club funds, we are trying to cut back on hardcopy 
mailings of the club newsletter. Electronic copies are sent out to all 
members with an e-mail address as soon as the Carrier is ready, and 
normally you get a copy within hours of publication. The hardcopy 
process takes several days before you would receive your copy, and is 
very expensive. So please, decide if you really need that paper copy. 
Only those that indicate on their renewal form that they need a hard- 
copy will receive paper copies starting January 2012. 


73, Tom Deeble — KA6SIP, Membership Chairman 


Amateur Radio Publications 
Now on Sale at Monthly Club 
Meetings 


Our club initiated a new member service at 
last month’s meeting with a table of amateur 
radio publications chosen to meet the interests 
of its members from the newest licensee to 
the most seasoned operator. The available 
publications cover a broad range of interests 
including ARRL emergency communication 
publications, repeater directories, license 
class manuals and the ARRL Handbook. 


Our club has negotiated prices for these pub- 
lications to save members money. Purchases 
of the publications may be made with cash or 
check. Plan to stop by the table of publica- 
tions on display at the next club meeting. 


| Affiliated 
Club 


Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club W6CX 
P.O. Box 23222 Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
(925) 288-1730 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo Amateur 
Radio Club (MDARC). It is the policy of the editor to publish all 
material submitted by the membership provided such material is in 
good taste, relevant to amateur radio and of interest to MDARC 
members, and provided space is available. 


President - John Ronan K3ZJJ  jtronan@aol.com 

Vice President - Dale McIntire AD6HD ad6hd @arrl.net 
Secretary — Richard Fletcher AF9RF 

Treasurer - Misa Siemons, KJ6BUE 

Emergency Coordinator - Tom Kramer WA6NYP 


Director & Technical Committee Chair 
Trevor Hall WA6JAU_ wa6jau @sbcglobal.net 


Director & Education and Training Committee Chair 
John Primus AF6RJ  af6rj @arrl.net 


Directors At Large 
Ron Luttringer K6XC 
Jim Siemons AF6PU 


PACIFICON 2011 

Chair: John Ronan K3ZJJ 

Vice Chairs: Paula Costa KI6MPD, Jim Siemons AF6PU 
Treasurer: Misa Siemons KJ6BUE 

Secretary: Patrick Rigney N6UPS 

Webmaster: Gene Sylls KG6EYE 


Membership Chair — Tom Deeble KA6SIP 
mdarcmembership @ mdarc.org 


The Carrier Newsletter 
Editor, Matthew G. Vurek N4DLA n4dla_cs245 @yahoo.com 


Public Information Officer - Gene Sylls KG6EYE 
Webmaster — Marvin Miller WA6GBW 

Assistant Webmaster - Patrick Rigney N6UPS 
Repeater Trustee - Jay Caldis KT6Y 

Youth and Education Programs — Bill Ryan KJ6IGX 
Volunteer Examinations - George Tickner KOUNHY 
Public Service - Pete Harris KE6ZIW 

Field Day Chairs - Lauren Styles WA6CIE and 
Elizabeth Styles KG6HLV 

Communications Trailer - Brent Morgan AF6HQ 
Amateur Television Help and Information: 


John Schuler W6DTV JOHNQRZ@aol.com 


ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE 
CLUB YAHOO GROUP. DOWNLOAD FILES, 
INCLUDING THE CARRIER IN FULL COLOR AS 
WELL AS SHARE INFORMATION WITH THE 
MEMBERSHIP AT: 


http://groups.yahoo.com/group/mdarc 
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CLUB CHRISTMAS -— HOLIDAY PARTY 


Friday December 16, 2011 at 6:30pm 
Highlands Country Club 110 Hiller Drive, Oakland, CA 94618 Tel. 510-849-0743 


You are most cordially invited to the Annual MDARC Christmas — Holiday Sacty! 

The festivities will begin at seven o'clock . We have an eacellent caterer whe will sewe dinner beginning at 7:30 p.m. 

The open wine bar will begin sewing at 6:30 SM. 

We will be collecting unurapped new toys for “Toys for Fots” and canned food donations for the Salvation Aumy. 
The price is $25 per adult, $15 per child. 

Sayment must be received by Friday December 9. Resewations and payment may 
Ge made on the club website (being set up secn) or you may mail payment to: 
MDARC - HOLIDAY PARTY 
C/O Siemons, 2308 Lomond Lane, Walnut Creek, CA 94598 


MENU: 15 ounce prime ub with garlic mashed potatoes and creamed spinach; 
or, fresh salmon and vegetables; Caesar satad, upside down apple pie and ice 
cream, open wine bar. Childs menu: spaghetti and meatballs 

DIRECTIONS: 


From East of the Caldecott Tunnel on Route 24 West: 

AS YOU APPROACH THE CALDECOTT TUNNEL MOVE TO THE FAR RIGHT LANE 
Go THROUGH the Caldecott Tunnel. 

Merge onto TUNNEL ROAD/ROUTE 13 NORTH via EXIT 5B toward BERKELEY. 

Turn RIGHT onto TUNNEL ROAD. 

Turn LEFT onto HILLER DRIVE. 

110 HILLER DRIVE is on the RIGHT. 


From West of the Caldecott Tunnel on Route 24 East: 
Take Route 24 East toward BERKELEY/WALNUT CREEK. 

Take the exit toward OLD TUNNEL ROAD. 

Take the ramp toward BERKELEY/EAST OAKLAND/TUNNEL RD. 
Turn SLIGHT RIGHT onto BROADWAY. 

Turn SLIGHT RIGHT. 

Turn LEFT onto CALDECOTT LANE. 

CALDECOTT LN becomes TUNNEL ROAD. 

TUNNEL ROAD becomes HILLER DRIVE. 

110 HILLER DRIVE is on the RIGHT. 
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MDARC Club Meeting minutes 
October 14, 2011 


Presided over by John Ronan, K3ZJJ 
President 


Recorded by Richard Fletcher, AF9RF 
Secretary 


The meeting took place at 7:15 pm at the MDARC sponsored Pacificon, held at the Santa Clara Marriott hotel. 
Vice President, Dale McIntire, opened the meeting by give the current Pacificon statistics. 


President John asked for any interested children to meet outside the meeting room at 3 AM Saturday morning to take part ina QSO 
with the international space station. 


He then introduced astrophysicist Steve Mendelson, W2ML and spoke at length of his many achievements in science and amateur ra- 
dio over the years. 


There was no new or old business. 

The presentation for this meeting was given by Trevor Hall, WA6JAU, the subject being the difficulties we’re encountering with our 
ATV service. He said a possible solution might be for us to move the ATV repeater to the north peak of Mt Diablo. He emphasized 
that only ATV would be moving. All other equipment would stay at south peak. He showed numerous pictures of the site and the 100 
foot tower at north peak. There were questions about access to the site and current ATV equipment. 

Vice President Dale conducted the evening’s raffle. 

He then announced that Bob Heil will be giving the presentation on the subject of microphones at the November meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:47 pm. 

Respectfully submitted by 


Richard Fletcher, AF9RF 
Secretary 


MDARC Board Meeting minutes 
November 7, 2011 
Presided over by John Ronan, K3ZJJ 


President 


The meeting took place at 7:00 pm at the Buttercup Grill and Bar in Walnut Creek, Ca. 


Present were- Brent Morgan Glen Rickard Jay Caldis 
Tom Kramer Ron Luttringer Jim Siemons 
John Primus Dale McIntire Trevor Hall 
Tom Debble 


There was a discussion about the location of the Xmas party this year. Considered was the Lutheran church in Lafayette and last year’s 
venue in the Oakland hills. Despite having to use the Caldecott tunnel on a Friday night the majority preferred last year’s location. 
The main reason expressed was the quality of the club’s facilities as opposed to the hall at the church. 


President John suggested and it was agreed to that the Philo Taylor Farnsworth ATV award for this year be awarded to Fred Coe, 
WBOASU for his continued service to the ATV hobby. 


It was noted that the location of Field Day, 2012 has been agreed to. It is, again, Heather Farm Park. 
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MDARC Board Meeting minutes November 7, 2011 (continued) 
President John spoke about the establishment of a club station, W6CX. Some possible locations were discussed and it was 
agreed to pursue this matter. John Primus asked about finding a ‘donated’ site. A discussion ensued without a location 


being chosen. 


Tom Kramer announced that ARRL has revamped all local EC positions. They have established new course completion 
requirements for those ECs. Tom explained how this developed and that politics were involved. 


There was a discussion about a proposal to relocate the ATV repeater to North Peak at Mt Diablo although coverage would 
be partially blocked by the South Peak. 


The ATV repeater receive antenna on the American Tower radio tower at the South Peak of Mt. Diablo was moved to ac- 
commodate a new upgrade for a commercial UHF television channel. The ATV receive coverage has been degraded. The 
transmit coverage remains unaffected. 

Alternately, Trevor Hall has met with the regional American Tower engineer who has agreed to submit our proposal to 
locate three receive panel antennas for ATV on the South Peak tower at the 240 foot level, which would provide 360 de- 
gree unobstructed coverage for ATV. Trevor Hall is preparing a technical submission which will be filed with American 


Tower shortly. American Tower will conduct an engineering review of this proposal. 


The cost of installing the three panel antennas on the South Peak tower is equivalent to relocating the ATV repeater to 
North Peak. 


There was talk about moving all of our repeaters completely to North Peak at the end of our lease, although the proposal 
before the Board concerned only the ATV repeater. Loss of service coverage was discussed as North Peak is partially 
blocked by South Peak. MDARC is obligated through August 2012 under our current lease term. 

Trevor noted that the Tech Committee voted 9-1 to move the ATV repeater only to North peak. 

No conclusion was arrived at. 

At 8:20 a break was taken. 

Misa Siemons gave her monthly budget report. The total was $37,477 in the bank. 

She asked for someone to step forward and take over the position of treasurer for Pacificon. 

Trevor Hall gave the specifics about adding simulcast HDTV output to our ATV repeater. We would be using MP-2 for- 
mat to allow users to down-convert and receive it on an ATSC receiver. The HDTV project would use donated equipment 


and volunteer labor, hence would be cost free to MDARC. 


A discussion was held concerning the use of the old Navy site and the Coast Guard site on Yerba Buena Isle. Trevor is 
preparing applications. 


There was no further old or new business. 


The meeting adjourned a 9:25PM. 


Respectfully submitted 


Richard Fletcher, AF9ORF 
Secretary 
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NOVEMBER 11, 2011 
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Thanks to our Uniformed Services Veterans for 
Serving and Protecting the United States of America 
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HAM RADIO OUTLET 


12 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU ! 


Free UPS ground delivery in Continental USA for most orders over $100 
HRO has Twelve Store Buying Power Working For You 


HRO - 12 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU 
Free UPS ground delivery in Continental USA for most orders over $100 
HRO has Twelve Store Buying Power Working For You 
All HRO stores open 10AM-5:30PM, Telephone hours 9:30AM-5:30PM 


bf 
PeitiondOn 1-800-444-0047 


(503) 598-0555 /wh» 4.800-854-6046 
Salem, NH 
Oebiand, CA (603) 896-3750 
(510) 594-5757 
Sunnyvale, CA Denver, CO 1-800-644-4476 "RY "en Cate Oe 
(408) 736-9406 (303) 745-7373 
Woodbridge, VA 
Burbank, CA wW oodbridge. VA 
(819) 842-1786 ‘ aioe 
(714) 533-7373 wet ad Atlanta, GA ao 
San Diego. CA ( 351 (770) 263-6700 
(858) 560-4900 1-800-444- 


1 


rcleaes Calflora 


Cail Toll-Free From Alaska and Hawaii 


ASH 


Order Toll-Free From a Location Near You 
it your closest 800 number is busy. please call one of our other numbers, 
Phone Hours: 9:30 AM to 5:30 PM Monday - Saturday 


For delivery charges or other information about ordering, please see our Frequently Asked 


HRO Store Contact Information 


Store E-mail Direct Toll Free Fax 

Anaheim, CA ana @hamradio.com 1-714-533-7373 1-800-854-6046 1-714-533-9485 
Atlanta, GA atl @hamradio.com 1-770-263-0700 1-800-444-7927 1-770-263-9548 
Burbank, CA bnk@hamradio.com _ 1-818-842-1786 1-800-854-6046 1-818-842-5283 
Denver, CO co@hamradio.com 1-303-745-7373 1-800-444-9476 1-303-745-7394 
Newcastle, DE del @hamradio.com 1-302-322-7092 1-800-644-4476 1-302-322-8808 
Oakland, CA oak @hamradio.com 1-510-534-5757 1-800-854-6046 1-510-534-0729 
Phoenix, AZ px @hamradio.com 1-602-242-3515 1-800-444-9476 1-602-395-1244 
Portland, OR or @hamradio.com 1-503-598-0555 1-800-854-6046 1-503-684-0469 
Salem, NH nh @hamradio.com 1-603-898-3750 1-800-444-0047 1-603-898-1041 


San Diego, CA sd@hamradio.com 
Sunnyvale, CA 


Woodbridge, VA 


sun @hamradio.com 
va@hamradio.com 


1-858-560-4900 
1-408-736-9496 
1-703-643-1063 
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1-800-854-6046 
1-800-854-6046 
1-800-444-4799 


1-858-560-1705 
1-408-736-9499 
1-703-494-3679 


waste The Carrier 


MOUNT || DIABLO 


P.O. Box 23222 
=~ Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


AMATEUR RADIO CLI 
WW-MDARC-ORG www.mdarc.org 


Newsletter of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club 


FIRST CLASS 


W6CX Nets 
Monday 7:00 pm Washington High School Net 147.060+ 


Monday 8:00 pm SATERN Net —_147.060+ 

Thursday 7:30 pm MDARC Club Net 147.060+ 
Thursday 8:00 pm General ATV Net = 1241.250+ 
Tuesday 7:30pm Fat City 10 meter SSB/CW Net 28.420 MHz 


FM 147.060 MHz +/ PL 100Hz - EchoLink: W6CX-R /133896, IRLP: 3057 
224.780 MHz -/PL77Hz 441.325 MHz +/ PL 100Hz 


ATV Input: 1289.25 MHz AM/FM. Outputs 1241.25 MHz AM 919.25 MHz AM 


ATV Internet Stream: http://www.wé6cxatv.net/live 


Contra Costa County Emergency Communications Nets 


Every Thursday, 7:00 pm 
Central County 145.680 Simplex 
East County 146.535 Simplex 
South County 146.355/+ (100 PL) 
West County 145.110/- (107.3 PL) 


HF Net 8pm First Thursday of each month 3.890 MHz LSB 


November and December 2011 Club Calendar 


Friday November 19, 2011 7:30 pm MDARC General Meeting 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


Saturday December 3, 2011 9:00 am MDARC Technical Committee 
Environmental Center, 2581 Harbor Street, Pittsburg 


Monday December 5, 2011 7:00 pm MDARC Board Meeting 


Buttercup Bar & Grill 660 Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut Creek 


Friday December 16, 2011 6:30pm MDARC Holiday Dinner - Ticket Orders Due by December 9 - details inside 
Highlands Country Club, 110 Hiller Drive, Oakland 


